
 ELM700 Banking and Wall Street               1 
 

Page | 
1 

 
 

 
Parsippany-Troy Hills School District 
 

ELM700 – Banking & Wall Street 
A Course Outline for STEAM-Mathematics 
 
 

Approved by the Board of Education 
October 22, 2015 

Developed:    October 2015 
Revised:  
Approved:  

 



 ELM700 Banking and Wall Street               2 
 

Page | 
2 

 

Table of Contents 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE ................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3 

THE LIVING CURRICULUM ................................................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

METHODS ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 5 

EVALUATION / ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS ...................................................................................................................................................................... 6 

COURSE PROFICIENCIES ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... 7 

I. THE FUNDAMENTALS OF FINANCE .................................................................................................................................................................... 9 

II. BECOMING A SMART INVESTOR ...................................................................................................................................................................... 17 

III. STOCK MARKET SIMULATION ........................................................................................................................................................................... 25 

BIBLIOGRAPHY .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 29 

APPENDIX A SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT ............................................................................................................................................ 30 

APPENDIX B SELF-ASSESSMENT ..................................................................................................................................................................... 35 

APPENDIX C SHOWCASE PORTFOLIO ............................................................................................................................................................. 39 

APPENDIX D COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS FOR MATHEMATICS ........................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

APPENDIX E NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS ............................................................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

APPENDIX F CURRICULUM MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS .................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

 
 

GENERAL GOALS ............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 5 

 



 ELM700 Banking and Wall Street               3 
 

Page | 
3 

 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students in grades 7 and 8 to the world of Banking and Wall Street.  Students will explore and research 
how banks and financial markets operate will take part in a hands-on simulated trading experience and create a Portfolio Booklet to summarize and 
reflect upon their experience. 
 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 6 through 8 are administered once per 
quarter 
 
This course is aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  With regard to the latter, there are a number of high school standards (i.e. 
9.1.12.D.12) addressed in this curriculum as this course in an exploratory manner introduces a number of topics with regard to personal finance and 
investment.  Students will be encouraged to continue their exploration and eventual mastery of content related to these standards in high school. 
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the classroom 
and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 
national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, the 
texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum 
Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
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GENERAL GOALS 

The students will: 
 

1. build a portfolio throughout the course outlining the fundamentals of finance (money, banking, savings, credit), investing protocols 
(research, risk management, stock prices) and their experiences within a stock market simulation activity.  

2. determine the essential roles of currency and banking within a market economy. 
3. discover the true cost of credit, how to appropriately use it, and the implications of its misuse.  
4. learn all about the purpose and nature of bonds including concepts such as price, coupons, rates and par value. 
5. calculate appropriate savings and investments throughout the course based on short and long term goals. 
6. explore financial markets and the characteristics of various investment choices (stocks, bonds, mutual funds). 
7. utilize research and risk management principles to differentiate between groups of investments. 
8. research various companies to determine strengths and weaknesses for potential investment. 
9. engage in stock market simulation activities, tracking and reflecting on investment portfolio results. 
10. work collaboratively throughout the course utilizing mathematical concepts, financial basics and technological tools to achieve all course 

standards. 
 

METHODS 

This course has been designed to introduce student understanding of banking, financial and stock market implications by utilizing financial knowledge 
and tools, student exploration and appropriate mathematical concepts identified by the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content Standards for Technological Literacy (NJCCCS/TL) and the 2014 New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (NJ-CCCS) for 21st 
Century Life and Careers.   Incorporating real-life problems and concrete representations of concepts will form the center of lessons that will enhance 
this course.  All three sets of standards endorse the use of hands on activities, cooperative learning and utilizing technology as a means to effectively 
communicate mathematical and financial concepts. 
 
A variety of assessment strategies, including a comprehensive stock market simulation activity, course portfolios, real world activities and interactive 
web-based programs will provide a complete picture of student performance and progress. 
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Most of the activities associated with this course involve ongoing active use of online resources by students or groups of students.  Therefore, it is 
STRONGLY advised that students have easy and convenient access to these resources, through Chromebooks or other direct computer and internet 
access, for every class meeting. 
 

EVALUATION / ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS 
Marking Period Grades are determined according to Departmental and District Policy, the components of which are outlined below: 
 
SUMMATIVE (long or short term) Assessments = 70%  
These may include one or more of the following: 
 

• Publisher prepared assessments and/or worksheets  
• Teacher prepared assessments and/or worksheets  
• Technology applications  
• Stock market simulation activity 
• Wrap Up Portfolio 

 
FORMATIVE (daily or periodic) Assessments = 30%  
These may include one or more of the following: 
 

• Do Now / Exit Questions  
• Problem Solving 
• Classwork  
• Notebook  
• Explorations  
• Activities using real-world applications 
• Enrichment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Pass 
(P-ES) 

Exceeds Standards 
(Letter Grade Equivalent, A: 
90-100)  

Learner demonstrates a full/in-depth understanding of the concepts/skills and can 
consistently apply them in a variety of ways, including explaining to others. Work could 
serve as a model/example for others.  

Pass 
(P-MS) 

Meets Standards 
(Letter Grade Equivalents, B, 
C, D: 60 - 89) 

Learner demonstrates an understanding of some of the concepts/skills, and can 
usually apply them. 

Fail  Not Meeting Standards 
(Letter Grade Equivalent, F) 

Learner demonstrates little or no understanding of the concepts/skills and can 
minimally apply them.  
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES  

 
Course: ELM 700 Title:  BANKING & WALL STREET 
 

In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course. 
 
The student will: 
 
PART ONE:  The Fundamentals of Finance 
 

1. learn and explore the evolution of money and why it is important in a market economy. 
2. differentiate between the gold standard and how the money supply is manipulated today. 
3. discover the banking system and why it is needed to facilitate the flow of money. 
4. explore the process of how money moves through the banking system. 
5. understand and apply the concept of saving and identify reasons why people save. 
6. distinguish between simple and compound interest, calculate simple interest and apply the Rule of 72 to determine how long it will take a 

saved amount to double. 
7. for a personal loan or credit card account calculate interest payments, minimum balances and determine the cost of credit. 
8. develop and apply criteria for determining when the use of credit is appropriate. 
9. understand and apply the concepts of income, saving and dividends as they relate to investing in stock. 
10. explain why people buy stock, identify advantages and disadvantages of owning stocks, and explain ways in which stock holders can reduce 

their risk. 
11. understand and apply the concepts of bond, bond rating, coupon, coupon bond, coupon rate, face/par value, maturity date, risk, and zero-

coupon bond. 
12. explain what bonds are, how they are used by corporations and governments, and identify the relationship between rating, risk, and rate of 

return. 
13. understand and apply the concepts of diversification, liquidity, load, net asset value, and risk/reward as they relate to mutual funds. 
14. explain what a mutual fund is, how it works, the advantages and disadvantages of investing in a mutual fund, and be able to calculate the 

value of an investment on a per-share basis. 
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PART TWO:  Becoming a Smart Investor 
 

15. understand and apply the concepts of stock market, initial public offering (IPO), primary market, and secondary market. 
16. identify conditions needed for a market economy to operate, describe the stock market as a special case of markets more generally, and 

differentiate three major world stock markets predicting which might list certain stocks. 
17. read and interpret stock, mutual fund, and bond tables obtained from online sources. 
18. demonstrate an understanding of data presented in stock, mutual fund, and bond tables by following a security online. 
19. develop criteria to use in choosing stocks and use these criteria to choose among investment possibilities. 
20. identify the cost of seeking information, recognizing and applying basic techniques of fundamental analysis. 
21. understand the concept of diversification and how to apply it in reducing market-price risks when investing in stocks. 
22. explain how people can use diversification to reduce risk associated with personal losses (car, home, health) through the purchase of 

insurance. 
23. carefully analyze and execute decisions about buying or selling stock based on expectations of profitability. 
24. graph supply and demand curves, and identify equilibrium prices. 
25. describe the phases of a typical business cycle and explain how changes in the stock market may affect the overall economy. 
26. carefully examine stock prices and/or leading economic indicators to forecast the direction of the economy. 
 

PART THREE:  Stock Market Simulation 
Students will be synthesizing a number of the objectives listed above in addition to those listed below as they actively participate in a hands-on 
simulated stock market trading experience and then construct a summary “Portfolio Book”. 
 

27. explore a variety of factors and personal influences that may contribute to interest in investment stocks. 
28. conduct research on potential investment stocks using a variety of resources. 
29. create and maintain a diversified stock portfolio throughout a structured stock market simulation. 
30. regularly and accurately track the total value of an investment portfolio as well as that of each individual stock contained in it. 
31. conduct trades by selling or buying stock in order to increase the value of an investment portfolio. 
32. create a “Portfolio Book” using Google Sheets, Microsoft Word, or similar software that details the significant investments made and offers 

reflection about what was learned and would be changed if given another chance to develop an investment portfolio. 
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I. THE FUNDAMENTALS OF FINANCE 
 
Topic        Objective(s)   Days (suggested) 
What is Money?      1, 2    2-3 
What is Banking?      3, 4    2-3 
Why Save?       5, 6    2-3 

 Credit:  Your Best Friend or Worst Enemy?   7, 8    2-3 
What is a Stock?      9, 10    2-3 

 What is a Bond?      11, 12    2-3 
 What are Mutual Funds?     13, 14    2-3 
           TOTAL:  14-21 
 

Essential 
Question(s): 

a) What is money, what are its origins, and why is it important in a market economy? 
b) What are banks and why do we need them? 
c) What is saving and investing, and why are they important? 
d) What are stocks, bonds and mutual funds? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) Money is a medium of exchange in the form of bank notes and coins that has evolved from a 
barter system of trade.  With origins from the gold standard, the determination of the money 
supply in circulation has evolved over time.  Money is an essential medium in a modern market 
economy. 

b) Banks are institutions that serve as an intermediary between depositors (who lend money to the 
bank) and creditors (who borrow money from the bank).  Well regulated banks serve our society 
by meeting commercial needs, fostering innovation, and generating wealth. 

c) Saving is a plan to set aside a certain amount of money over a short period of time in order to 
accomplish a short term goal, while investing is the expenditure of savings with an expectation of 
achieving a profit over a long term.  Wise application of both saving and investing strategies are 
important to achieving overall financial success. 

d) Stocks are equity, partial ownership share in a company that may come with voting rights and the 
right to share in future profits.  Bonds are debt, in which the purchaser of the bond becomes the 
lender and a creditor who will receive repayment with interest.  Both stocks and bonds are issued 
and sold to generate funds for a variety of private or public works.  A mutual fund is a pool of 
money invested by a manager with the goal of increasing the value of each share for its investors. 
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THE FUNDAMENTALS OF FINANCE 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

1. learn and explore the evolution 
of money and why it is 
important in a market 
economy. 

--- 
MP3,MP4 

MP8 
8.1.8.E.1 

--- 

• select three cards, each illustrating 
an object. 

• each get an objective of what they 
need to have (i.e., a living room set, 
a computer, lacrosse equipment). 

• engage in a barter system to trade 
with each other for what they need. 

• view slide show / presentation 
regarding the history of money. 

Students realize that a barter 
system is an inefficient way to 
measure the worth of an 
object & appreciate having a 
set standard to value objects 
with. 
 
Students have a basis for 
understanding the evolution 
of money. 

YouTube Video Link 
https://www.youtube 
watch?v=TLVoV6gK8mE 
 

 

2. differentiate between the gold 
standard and how the money 
supply is manipulated today. 

7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP2,MP3 
8.1.8.E.1 

9.1.12.D.12 

• watch YouTube video on the gold 
standard – class discussion “What do 
you think the gold standard means?” 

• perform scavenger hunt on 
computers:  how much gold is in 
storage; where is the gold kept, how 
much money is in circulation? 

• learn how money is manipulated 
today; work cooperatively with 
teacher prepared packet. 

• discuss the impact of inflation. 

Students are able to explain 
the gold standard and how 
that differs from what’s done 
today. 
 
Exit question – Why can’t the 
government just print more 
money to fix all their 
problems? 

YouTube video link 
https://www.youtube 
watch?v=3KHIpxU-t8U 
 

https://www.youtubewatch/?v=TLVoV6gK8mE
https://www.youtubewatch/?v=TLVoV6gK8mE
https://www.youtubewatch/?v=3KHIpxU-t8U
https://www.youtubewatch/?v=3KHIpxU-t8U
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THE FUNDAMENTALS OF FINANCE 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

3. discover the banking system 
and why it is needed to 
facilitate the flow of money. 

--- 
MP3,MP7 

--- 
9.1.8.B.9 

• brainstorm everything they think 
they know about banks and banking.  
Create a “bank work bank.” 

• explore what activities would not be 
possible if we didn’t have banks. 

• complete worksheet activity – for 
each scenario tell how a bank can be 
useful. 

Students are able to 
summarize how banks are 
useful. 
 
Students are able to explain 
how banks can be useful in the 
following activities:  start a 
new business, buy a car, 
prepare for retirement, buy a 
house, turn checks into cash, 
etc. 

Teacher generated 
worksheet. 

4. explore the process of how 
money moves through the 
banking system. 

--- 
MP3,MP7 
8.1.8.E.1 

??? 

• view interactive on-line program. 
• work cooperatively with 

informational packet from web-site. 

Students understand how 
banks facilitate money 
 
Peer discussion of packet 
results, class discussion 

Online resource: 
“Hands On Banking” 
www.handsonbanking.co
m 

5. understand and apply the 
concept of saving and identify 
reasons why people save. 

7.RP.3 
MP2,MP6 
8.1.8.E.1 
9.1.8.D.1 

9.1.12.D.5 

• view on-line interactive program  
and packet information. 

• complete savings worksheets (short 
term goals; calculations). 

Peer evaluation, class 
discussion in which students 
illustrate why they should save 
money 

Resource: 
Practical Math workbook 

6. distinguish between simple and 
compound interest, calculate 
simple interest and apply the 
Rule of 72 to determine how 
long it will take a saved amount 
to double. 

7.RP.3 
MP1,MP4 

MP8 
--- 

9.1.12.C.2 
9.1.8.D.2 

• participate in cooperative problem 
solving group activity comparing 
investments. 

• explore simple versus compound 
interest. 

• complete activity demonstrating the 
rule of 72. 

Group / class discussion 
 
Activity worksheet; group 
discussion. 
 
Savings/Investment quiz 

Resource: 
Practical Math workbook 
 
Online Resource: 
www.practicalmoneyskill
s.com    

http://www.handsonbanking.com/
http://www.handsonbanking.com/
http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/
http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/
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THE FUNDAMENTALS OF FINANCE 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

7. for a personal loan or credit 
card account calculate interest 
payments, minimum balances 
and determine the cost of 
credit. 

7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP2,MP7 
--- 

9.1.8.C.5 
9.1.12.C.5 

• learn about various types of loans. 
• view power point presentation on 

credit cards. 
• analyze and interpret credit card 

statement. 
• complete “the trust cost of credit 

worksheet.” 

Class discussion 
 
Worksheet/activity 
 
Students are able to discern 
the true cost of making 
minimum payments only 

Online resource: 
www.Practicalmoneyskill
s.com 
 
 
 

8. develop and apply criteria for 
determining when the use of 
credit is appropriate. 

7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP5,MP6 
--- 

9.1.8.C.3 
9.1.8.C.5 

• be presented with problem solving 
activity and work cooperatively to 
determine the best course of action 

• complete credit/loan quiz 
worksheet. 

Problem solving vignette will 
highlight when the use of 
credit is the best course of 
action. 
 
Results from mini-assessment 
on credit and loans. 

Possible scenario:  Sam 
wishes to start a business 
and needs $25,000.  He 
has a choice of a personal 
loan, withdrawing money 
from an investment a/c 
 

9. understand and apply the 
concepts of income, saving and 
dividends as they relate to 
investing in stock. 

7.RP.3 
MP1,MP4 
8.1.8.A.3 

9.1.12.D.3 

• discover how much they already 
know (or not) about stocks. 

• in groups take a 10 question “quiz” 
in which they earn 15 shares of 
“stock” for each correct answer. 

• in groups earn a “dividend” based on 
a ratio defined by the number of 
shares they own. 

How is the class experience 
with The Stock Knowledge 
Company “quiz”, “stock” and 
“dividend” similar to or 
different from the actual 
experience of owning stock 
and receiving dividends? 

Refer to Slide and Activity 
3.1 (The Stock Knowledge 
Company) from Learning, 
Earning & Investing for a 
New Generation 

http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/
http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/
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THE FUNDAMENTALS OF FINANCE 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

10. explain why people buy stock, 
identify advantages and 
disadvantages of owning 
stocks, and explain ways in 
which stock holders can reduce 
their risk. 

--- 
MP2,MP7 
8.1.8.A.3 

9.1.12.D.9 

•  brainstorm potential advantages 
and disadvantages of owning stock. 

•  brainstorm risks involved with 
owning stocks and potential ways to 
reduce them. 

What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of owning 
stocks? 
 
What can people do to reduce 
their chance of loss in the 
stock market? 

Gen i Revolution online 
game Mission #8 
provides an  interactive 
introduction to buying 
and selling stocks 
www.genirevolution.org   

11. understand and apply the 
concepts of bond, bond rating, 
coupon, coupon bond, coupon 
rate, face/par value, maturity 
date, risk, and zero-coupon 
bond. 

7.EE.3 
7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP2,MP3 
MP4,MP7 

--- 
9.1.12.B.8 

• demonstrate how a coupon bond 
works. 

• demonstrate how a zero-coupon 
bond works. 

• express the difference between a 
coupon bond and zero-coupon bond, 
and why someone might choose one 
over the other. 

What is the nature of bonds 
and how they are used to raise 
capital? 
 
For a given coupon or zero-
coupon bond, students 
determine the par value, 
payout, and expected gain 

Refer to Activity 5.3 (The 
ABCs of Bonds) from 
Learning, Earning & 
Investing for a New 
Generation 

http://www.genirevolution.org/
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THE FUNDAMENTALS OF FINANCE 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

12. explain what bonds are, how 
they are used by corporations 
and governments, and identify 
the relationship between 
rating, risk, and rate of return. 

7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 
8.SP.1 

MP3,MP4 
MP6,MP8 
8.1.8.A.3 

9.1.12.B.8 

• model what bonds are and how the 
bond markets work: 
a. half the class will be lenders 

(give them fake money). 
b. the other half will be borrowers 

(give them a role card, IOU 
slips). 

c. the goal is for the borrowers to 
sell all their IOU slips to 
investors. 

d. some will be able to sell their 
IOU slips, others will not. 

 
 
• explore the relationship between 

risk, return and bond ratings: 
a. Why were lenders willing to buy 

some IOUs but not others? 
b.  Would lenders become willing 

to buy the riskier IOUs if a 
greater payout was promised? 

c.  Would lenders be more likely to 
buy a bond if they knew more 
about the issuer? 

Students create their own 
bonds for a service/product 
they seek funds to provide and 
what they are willing to pay at 
maturity.  Then they attempt 
to “sell” (exchange) them 
within their class (market). 
 
Based on their performance in 
the “market”, students assess 
whether the bond they 
created was a worthwhile 
investment. 
 
Based on the perceived ability 
to pay (avoiding default), 
students estimate a rating for 
their (or someone else’s) 
Bond. 

Refer to Activity 5.2 (Role 
Cards and IOUs) and 
Activity 5.5 (Bond 
Ratings) from Learning, 
Earning & Investing for a 
New Generation 
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THE FUNDAMENTALS OF FINANCE 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

13. understand and apply the 
concepts of diversification, 
liquidity, load, net asset value, 
and risk/reward as they relate 
to mutual funds. 

7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP2,MP3 
MP6 

8.1.8.D.4 
9.1.12.D.7 

• explore how the following play a 
role in choosing a mutual fund: 
a. diversification – spreading out 

among several stocks/bonds to 
minimize risk. 

b. liquidity – how easy an asset can 
be exchanged for cash. 

c. load – a sales commission. 
d. management fee. 
e. performance – types of funds 

(money market, growth, etc.). 

Examine a sample Prospectus 
and answer the following: 
• Would you buy this fund? 
• Does it charge a 

commission? 
• How much does the fund 

charge in fees? 
• How does the past 

performance look? 
• Does this mean it will 

perform well in the future? 

Refer to Activity 6.4 
(Mutual Fund 
Prospectus) from 
Learning, Earning & 
Investing for a New 
Generation 
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THE FUNDAMENTALS OF FINANCE 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

14. explain what a mutual fund is, 
how it works, the advantages 
and disadvantages of investing 
in a mutual fund, and be able 
to calculate the value of an 
investment on a per-share 
basis. 

7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP2,MP3 
MP6 

8.1.8.A.3 
9.1.12.D.7 

• explore the nature and structure of 
mutual funds by working in groups: 
a. each group is an “investment 

club”. 
b. each “club” has $3000 to invest, 

which was raised by selling 300 
shares to members at $10 each. 

c. each “club” may buy any of six 
selected stocks; they must buy 
at least three different stocks 
and must invest the entire 
$3000. 

d. once investments are 
completed, reveal values of each 
stock one year later.   

e. calculate new total and per 
share values of the “club” 
portfolio. 

Answer the following: 
• Did the price per share for 

your “investment club” 
increase or decrease? 

• Did all “clubs” in your class 
perform the same? 

• What determined whether 
the price per share 
increased or decreased? 

• If more students wanted to 
join your investment club, 
what share price would you 
charge them? 

• Why do you think the “must 
buy at least three stocks” 
rule was important? 

• What are some advantages 
and disadvantages of 
investing in this manner? 

Refer to Activity 6.1 
(Class Investment Clubs) 
from Learning, Earning & 
Investing for a New 
Generation 
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II. BECOMING A SMART INVESTOR   
 
Topic         Objective(s)   Days (suggested) 

 What are Stock Markets?      15, 16    2-3 
Finding Financial Information Online     17, 18    2-3 
Researching Companies      19, 20    2-3 

 Managing Risk        21, 22    2-3 
 How Are Stock Prices Determined?     23, 24    2-3 

The Stock Market & Economy:  Can You Forecast the Future? 25, 26    2-3 
            TOTAL:  12-18 
 

Essential  
Question(s): 

a) What are financial markets and why do we need them? 
b) What information about a company or potential investment is important, and how do you find it? 
c) What is the total value of a company and how are stock prices determined? 
d) Does the stock market reflect the economy and forecast its future performance? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) Financial markets are where people and institutions buy and sell assets such as equities, stocks, 
bonds, and currencies.  Financial markets confer social benefits by shifting capital into the hands of 
those most capable of investing it, bringing together savers and investors who might otherwise not 
know about each other, and providing liquidity to investors who possess shorter time horizons. 

b) A variety of factors including corporate mission, products or services provided, stock price, past 
and anticipated future performance, net asset value and P/E Ratio.  There are multiple sources 
from which such information can be found such as corporate websites, financial 
magazines/websites, newspapers and television programs. 

c) The total value of a company can be estimated by finding its Market Capitalization, the product of 
the per share price of its stock and the number of shares outstanding.  Once trading begins, a stock 
price is largely determined by supply and demand. 

d) While stock prices may reflect (and affect) overall consumption and investment in the economy, 
they are only one of several Leading Economic Indicators (such as Gross Domestic Product and 
Current Employment Statistics) that are used to forecast future economic trends. 
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BECOMING A SMART INVESTOR 
CONTENT OUTLINE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

15. understand and apply the 
concepts of stock market, 
initial public offering (IPO), 
primary market and secondary 
market. 

7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP1,MP2 
MP5,MP7 
8.1.8.D.4 
8.1.8.E.1 

9.1.12.D.1
0 

• differentiate between: 
a. Primary Market – where a 

company conducts an IPO selling 
stocks to large investment banks. 

b. Secondary Market – where 
individuals and institutions buy 
and sell stocks through brokers. 

Find an example of a recent IPO and 
identify the following: 
• Company name 
• Reason for doing the IPO 
• How much was raised? 
• What happened to the stock 

price afterward? 

Refer to Activity 
7.1 (Meet the 
Stock Markets) 
from Learning, 
Earning & 
Investing for a New 
Generation 
 

16. identify conditions needed for 
a market economy to operate, 
describe the stock market as a 
special case of markets more 
generally, and differentiate 
three major world stock 
markets predicting which might 
list certain stocks. 

MP3,MP5 
MP7,MP8 
8.1.8.D.4 
8.1.8.E.1 

9.1.12.D.1
3 

• discover/identify four conditions 
that enable market economies to 
operate: 
a. Private Property 
b. Competition 
c. Profit Motive 
d. Voluntary Exchange 

 
• examine similarities and differences 

between three major world stock 
markets, then identify stocks likely 
to be listed on each: 
a. NYSE 
b. NASDAQ 
c. Tokyo Stock Exchange 

Remember when you were younger 
and collected/traded baseball cards 
(or something else).  Explain how 
this childhood experience could 
exemplify a market economy and 
how each of the four conditions of 
market economics applies to it. 
 
Working in groups, look at your 
clothes, shoes and other items you 
brought to class.  Identify the 
companies that made (or service) 
these items, then find out on which 
stock market they are listed.   Did 
anything surprise you?  

Refer to Activity 
7.1 (Meet the 
Stock Markets) 
from Learning, 
Earning & 
Investing for a New 
Generation 
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BECOMING A SMART INVESTOR 
CONTENT OUTLINE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

17. read and interpret stock, 
mutual fund, and bond tables 
obtained from online sources. 

7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP2,MP4 
MP5,MP6 
8.1.8.D.4 
8.1.8.E.1 

9.1.12.D.6 

• examine sample stock, mutual fund, 
and/or bond tables to identify such 
measures as: 
a. 52 week high/low 
b. Name & Ticker symbol 
c. Yield 
d. P/E Ratio 
e. Trading Volume 
f. Open/Close 
g. Net Change 
h. Market Cap 

Use the stock table below to locate 
and then describe the information 
provided for Annaly Capital 
Management: 
 

 
 

Find three stock tables online or in 
print that provide information on 
stocks you might be interested in. 

Refer to Activity 
4.1 (stocks), 
Activity 4.2 
(mutual funds) and 
Activity 4.3 (bonds) 
of Learning, 
Earning & 
Investing for a New 
Generation for 
sample tables and 
how to read them. 

18. demonstrate an understanding 
of data presented in stock, 
mutual fund, and bond tables 
by following a security online. 

7.SP.1 
7.SP.4 

MP2,MP3 
MP7 

8.1.8.D.4 
8.1.8.E.1 

9.1.12.D.1 

• choose a stock, mutual fund, and/or 
bond and follow/track it online for a 
period of time. 
 

Stock Scavenger Hunt – for a few 
selected companies, search stock 
tables to find the following 
information: 
 

Ticker symbol, highest and lowest 
price paid during the last year, 
dividend paid in the last year, how 
many shares have been traded daily 
(on average) over the past three 
months, current P/E ratio and 
Market Cap 
 

Refer to Activity 
4.4 (Tracking & 
Graphing a Stock), 
Activity 4.5 (Stock 
Scavenger Hunt) of 
Learning, Earning 
& Investing for a 
New Generation  
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BECOMING A SMART INVESTOR 
CONTENT OUTLINE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

19. develop criteria to use in 
choosing stocks and use these 
criteria to choose among 
investment possibilities. 

7.SP.1 
7.SP.4 

MP2,MP3 
MP7 

8.1.8.D.4 
8.1.8.E.1 

9.1.12.B.2 

• find and examine multiple stock 
tables from a variety of sources to 
formulate criteria that you can use 
to make decisions about stocks to 
buy (or avoid). 

Carefully examine the stock tables 
you found (see above), extract the 
data from them and come up with 
the 3-5 most important criteria (in 
your opinion) that you could use to 
help guide you in making 
investment decisions. 

Allow students to 
use Chromebooks 
(or other 
computers) to 
search a variety of 
online sources to 
find stock tables. 

20. identify the cost of seeking 
information, recognizing and 
applying basic techniques of 
fundamental analysis. 

7.RP.3 
MP3,MP5 
8.1.8.D.4 

9.1.12.D.6 
 
 
 

• conduct a Fundamental Analysis of 
selected stocks by completing 
charts which contain basic financial 
information about a company. 

Consider the following when 
researching stocks: 
• Recognize you can’t know it all 
• Select a few companies and 

follow them closely 
• Find a few good sources online 

and use them 
• Stop looking for new 

information when you think the 
benefit of it is less than the 
additional research cost/time to 
obtain it 

Refer to Activity 
11.1-11.2 
(Researching Your 
Stock Picks) of 
Learning, Earning 
& Investing for a 
New Generation  
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BECOMING A SMART INVESTOR 
CONTENT OUTLINE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

21. understand the concept of 
diversification and how to 
apply it in reducing market-
price risks when investing in 
stocks. 

7.SP.1 
7.SP.5 

MP2,MP3 
MP4 

8.1.8.A.3 
9.1.12.D.7 

• explore the concept of 
diversification as replacing a single 
risk with a large number of smaller 
risks. 

A single die will be rolled; a gain is 
represented by 1, 2, 3 and a loss is 
represented by 4, 5, 6.  Assess the 
risk associated with each of the 
following and decide which you 
would prefer: 
• One person rolls the die; you 

gain or lose $20 based on that 
single roll 

• 20 people each roll a die; you 
gain or lose $1 based on each of 
these single rolls 

Refer to Activity 
18.1 (Get 
Diversified!) of 
Learning, Earning 
& Investing for a 
New Generation 

22. explain how people can use 
diversification to reduce risk 
associated with personal losses 
(car, home, health) through the 
purchase of insurance. 

7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP2,MP3 
MP4 

8.1.8.F.1 
9.1.12.D.7 

• explore the concept of insurance 
diversification as spreading some of 
the risks individuals face out over a 
large number of insurance policy 
holders. 

Explain the concept of 
diversification as it would apply to 
buying home insurance: 
• If a fire were to happen, the loss 

could be $100,000 or more. 
• If 500 homeowners obtain 

insurance, this risk is spread out 
equally among them  

• If a fire were to happen, the 
cost of this loss per homeowner 
would only be $100,000/500 = 
$200 

 

How could this concept be applied 
to other types of insurance? 
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BECOMING A SMART INVESTOR 
CONTENT OUTLINE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

23. carefully analyze and execute 
decisions about buying or 
selling stock based on 
expectations of profitability. 

7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP2,MP7 
8.1.8.A.3 

9.1.12.D.6 

• discover the law of demand. 
• discover the law of supply. 
• participate as buyers and sellers in a 

market to see how these laws 
interact. 

After participating as a buyer and/or 
seller in the market: 
• If demand for shares of a 

particular corporation 
increased, what happened to 
the share price? 

• If the share price of a particular 
corporation increased, what 
happened to the demand for it? 

• When did you decide to buy or 
sell your shares, and what 
factors guided your decision? 

 

Refer to Activity 
14.1-2 (Stomping 
Grounds) of 
Learning, Earning 
& Investing for a 
New Generation 

24. graph supply and demand 
curves, and identify equilibrium 
prices. 

8.F.5 
MP2,MP4 

MP7 
8.1.8.A.3 
9.1.8.D.5 

• find the equilibrium price where the 
market becomes balanced. 

• from a table, construct supply and 
demand curves to show where the 
market equilibrium price will be. 

For the table below, graph supply 
and demand curves and use them to 
help you approximate the market 
equilibrium price: 
 

Price Per Share Shares wanted to sell     
$25 50  
$20 45  
$15 28  
$10 16  
$5 4  

 

Refer to Activity 
14.7 
(Understanding 
Supply, Demand, 
Equilibrium) of 
Learning, Earning 
& Investing for a 
New Generation 
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BECOMING A SMART INVESTOR 
CONTENT OUTLINE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

25. describe the phases of a typical 
business cycle and explain how 
changes in the stock market 
may affect the overall 
economy. 

8.F.5 
MP2,MP5 

MP7 
9.1.12.D.1

3 

• examine a graph of recent historical 
business cycles and identify: 
a. Expansion, Recession, 

Contraction 
b. Peaks, Troughs 

How do stock prices affect the 
economy? 
• They affect consumption – 

increased stock prices mean 
people have more money to 
spend 

• They affect investment – 
increased stock prices mean the 
value of a corporation has 
increased 

 

What effect might each of these 
potential outcomes have on the 
overall economy? 
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BECOMING A SMART INVESTOR 
CONTENT OUTLINE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

26. carefully examine stock prices 
and/or leading economic 
indicators to forecast the 
direction of the economy. 

7.RP.3 
MP2,MP3 
9.1.12.D.4 

• examine Leading Economic 
Indicators (LEI) and their rationale 

• given a hypothetical set of LEI, 
forecast what will happen to GDP in 
the next 6-9 months  

It is now February.  Given the 
following information, forecast and 
present as a group whether you 
think the economy will (a) grow, (b) 
be sluggish, or (c) move toward 
recession: 

• 4th Qtr. GDP ↑0.6%, down from ↑4.9% in 
3rd Qtr. 

• 4th Qtr. Consumer spending ↑2.0%, 
slowed from ↑2.8% in 3rd Qtr. 

• Inflation accelerated, ↑3.8% in 4th Qtr. 
after ↑1.8% in 3rd Qtr. 

• Weekly hours worked in manufacturing – 
fairly steady 

• Weekly unemployment claims – Oct ↑, 
Nov ↓, Dec ↑, Jan ↓, Feb ↔  

• New orders for consumer goods – 
Sep/Oct/Nov. ↑, Dec. ↓  

• Vendor performance index – Oct ↑, Nov. 
↓, Dec/Jan/Feb. ↑ 

• New orders for non-defense capital goods 
– fell in the last two months 

• Building permits for new housing – fell 
every month since Oct. 

• Prices of 500 common stocks – Oct/Nov. ↑ 
, Dec. ↓, Jan. ↑ , Feb. ↓  

• Money supply – grew steadily over the 
past five months 

• Interest rate spread (long term – short 
term) – ↓consistently since Oct. 

• Index of consumer expectations – 
Nov/Dec/Jan. ↓, Feb. ↑  

Refer to Activities 
16.1-16.3 of 
Learning, Earning 
& Investing for a 
New Generation 
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III. STOCK MARKET SIMULATION 
 
Topic         Objective(s)   Days (suggested) 
Research Potential Stock Investments    27-28    3-5 
Complete Initial Stock Purchases     29    1-2 
Monitor Stock Values, Conduct Trading    30-31    8-12 
Create “Portfolio Book” (Summary Assessment)   32    3-5  

            TOTAL:  15-24 
 

Essential  
Question(s): 

a) What personal factors may influence the choice of whether to invest in a stock – or not? 
b) Why is it important to find and review a variety of resources before making an investment decision? 
c) How do financial markets work and why is it important to understand them? 
d) Why is it important to reflect on past investment decisions and how they performed? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) A number of factors not necessarily related to stock performance, such as personal interests, 
products you use and like, parental advice or occupations, and current fads or trends may 
influence decisions on whether to invest or not in a particular stock. 

b) To make a sound investment decision it is important to obtain and carefully consider as much 
advice as possible, especially since it is possible that some sources or individuals may be biased 
and not necessarily have your best interest in mind.   

c) Financial markets facilitate the ability for investors to buy and sell stocks or other investments; a 
good understanding of them and how they work helps to prevent an investor from being misled 
or taken advantage of. 

d) Reflecting on and learning from past investment decisions is important in terms of both making 
wise decisions going forward and avoiding mistakes as well as the underlying causes behind them 
that may have led to past failures. 
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STOCK MARKET SIMULATION 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

27. explore a variety of factors and 
personal influences that may 
contribute to interest in 
investment stocks. 

8.1.8.D.4 
8.1.8.E.1 
8.1.8.F.1 

9.1.12.B.2 

• carefully consider the 
following factors that may 
contribute to interest in a 
particular investment: 
a. Personal interests 
b. Products students use 

and like 
c. Parental advice, 

interests, occupations 
d. Current fads, news, 

and/or social trends 

What first led you to have an 
interest in a particular stock? 
 
Do you think this interest is 
based on, or evidence of, any 
factors that might make this 
stock a worthwhile 
investment?  Why or why 
not? 

 

28. conduct research on potential 
investment stocks using a 
variety of resources. 

MP2,MP3 
MP5 

8.1.8.D.4 
8.1.8.E.1 
8.1.8.F.1 

9.1.12.D.4 

• use several of the following 
resources to make a 
judgment about whether to 
invest in a particular stock: 
a. Corporate websites 
b. News & Financial 

magazines and websites 
c. Stock Trading websites 
d. Investment Advice 

websites 
e. Multimedia/TV Analysts 

After reviewing several 
reliable resources about this 
stock (see above), do you 
think it is still a worthwhile 
investment?  Why or why 
not? 
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STOCK MARKET SIMULATION 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

29. create and maintain a 
diversified stock portfolio 
throughout a structured stock 
market simulation.  

7.EE.3 
7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP2,MP3 
MP4,MP5 
8.1.8.D.4 
8.1.8.E.1 
8.1.8.F.1 

9.1.12.D.11 

• through a stock market 
simulation instrument, be 
given a fixed amount (i.e. 
$100,000) of virtual money to 
invest in stocks. 

Does the portfolio 
demonstrate the following 
sound investment strategies? 
• Diversification in terms of 

number of stocks held 
• Diversification in terms of 

stocks from different 
sectors 

• Reasonable levels of risk 
and speculation 

TD Bank Online Stock Market 
simulation is a good free 
instrument that can be used 
regardless of time period.   
 
A number of other online Stock 
Market simulation instruments do 
exist. 

30. regularly and accurately track 
the total value of an investment 
portfolio as well as that of each 
individual stock contained in it. 

7.NS.3 
7.RP.3 

MP2,MP3 
MP4,MP5 
8.1.8.A.4 
8.1.8.E.1 
8.1.8.F.1 

9.1.12.D.1 

• regularly keep track of their 
investment, in terms of the 
total value as well as that of 
each stock they currently 
hold. 

The online simulation 
instrument may provide this 
functionality.  Students will 
also enter their portfolio 
values into a common 
location (such as Google 
Sheets) so that they can 
compare progress. 

The level of investment success will 
NOT have an adverse impact on 
the overall grade for this course. 

31. conduct trades by selling or 
buying stock in order to 
increase the value of an 
investment portfolio. 

--- 
MP2,MP3 
MP4,MP5 
8.1.8.D.4 
8.1.8.E.1 
8.1.8.F.1 

9.1.12.D.11 

• buy and sell stock as they see 
fit, trying to increase their 
portfolio value. A mechanism 
will be put in place to 
monitor all stock trades; it 
may derive from the online 
simulation instrument or be 
teacher generated. 

The online simulation 
instrument may provide this 
functionality.  Students will 
also enter their portfolio 
values into a common 
location (such as Google 
Sheets) so that they can 
compare progress. 
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STOCK MARKET SIMULATION 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

32. create a “Portfolio Book” using 
Google Sheets, Microsoft Word, 
or similar software that details 
the significant investments 
made and offers reflection 
about what was learned and 
would be changed if given 
another chance to develop an 
investment portfolio. 

MP3,MP5 
8.1.8.B.1 
8.1.8.D.2 
8.1.8.D.3 
8.1.8.D.4 

9.1.12.D.3 

• create a summary booklet 
from the Stock Market 
Simulation including the 
following for each 
investment: 
a. Company name, market 

listed on, ticker symbol 
b. Corporate logo, obtained 

from the internet & 
properly cited 

c. Short summary about 
the company 

d. Why did you invest in 
this company? 

e. Important financial 
statistics such as Market 
Cap, P/E Ratio. 

f. How the investment 
performed; 
buying/selling price, gain 
or loss. 

A scoring rubric will be 
developed and refined for 
this summary project. 

THIS WILL BE THE SUMMARY 
ASSESSMENT FOR THE COURSE; 
taking the place of standard 
Quarterly Assessments. 
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ELM700 Banking & Wall Street 
Authentic Assessment – “The True Cost of Credit” 
 

1. Discuss and analyze each of the seven real life scenarios from Activity 12.2 – “Should You Borrow?” (see next pages)   With your group 
determine if the use of a credit card, or loan, is a wise financial decision.  Explain how you come to a decision for each situation.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Focus on the 6th scenario (Mike Chiang) and analyze how much the extra $2,000 on his credit card would really cost him if he pays only the 
minimum amount of 5% each month at an annual credit rate of 18% a year.  Use the Excel document (TrueCostCredit.xls – Plan A) found on 
Google Docs to assist you. 

 
a. How long would it take to pay off the charge by just making the minimum amount each month? (Assume that once the unpaid balance 

is under $10 that it will be paid in full the next month). 
 
 

b. How much interest has Mike paid to borrow the $2,000 on his credit card? 
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3. Assume that after paying the minimum amount for 2 years Mike gets sick of paying this bill and decides to pay $100 a month until it is 

totally paid off.  (See Plan B of the document) 
 

a. How long would it take to pay off his bill? 
 

b. Using the formula I = PRT, what is his effective borrowing rate for this debt? 
 
 

c. Do you think that it was worth it for Mike to use his credit card this way?  What other options might he have had to pay for the trip? 
 
 
 
 
ACTIVITY 12.2 
SHOULD YOU BORROW? 
 
Ana Rodriguez graduated from high school last year with a good grade-point average. She 
works as a receptionist at a physical-therapy clinic, making $8.50 an hour. She would like 
to become a physical therapist. The work appeals to her, and salaries for physical therapists 
are excellent. Within a few years of finishing her training, she could earn more than $50,000 
a year. But Ana’s parents cannot afford to pay for the training Ana will need. Ana has investigated student loans, but she knows she would 
have to pay back anything she might borrow over a 10-year period. Should Ana take out a student loan? 
 
Dave Larson is an avid stamp collector. For a long time he has wanted to own a Bolivian 
Double Eagle stamp. This stamp is very hard to find, and Dave believes it will gain value 
in the future. Dave learns that his favorite stamp store has a Bolivian Double Eagle for 
sale, priced at $200. Dave doesn’t have that much money in savings, but he is afraid that if 
he doesn’t buy the stamp now, someone else will. Should he use his credit card to buy the 
stamp? 
 



ELM 700:  Banking & Wall Street Page 33 
 

 

Caroline Potter is a single mother with two small children. She commutes 15 miles to work five days a week, driving an old car that has 
developed several problems. Caroline has been late to work twice in the last month because of car problems, and each of the problems has 
saddled her with a large repair bill. Should Caroline buy a better used car, even though she will have to borrow money and take on monthly 
car payments? 
 
 
Jake Purdy just got a great job working as a salesman. His salary isn’t high, but he can earn excellent commissions if he makes a lot of sales. 
Jake has a reliable car, but he has his eye on an expensive new model that would make a better impression on his customers (and also on his 
dates), he thinks. Car payments for the new model would be high, but Jake feels that he can make enough in sales commissions to cover the 
cost. Should he take out a loan and buy the new car? 
 
Felicia Washington is the homecoming queen at her high school. She is going to the homecoming dance with the best-looking guy in the 
senior class. She goes shopping for a new dress to wear to the dance. She finds a nice dress for $119—an amount she could pay in cash. 
However, she also finds a spectacular dress priced at $229. She could buy this dress with her credit card. Sure, it’s a lot of money, Felicia 
thinks, but she owes it to her public and her date to look dazzling for the big event. Should Felicia put the spectacular dress on her credit 
card? 
 
Mike Chiang is a community-college student. He has three credit cards, all charged close to 
the limit. Mike manages to make the minimum payments each month, thanks to his part time 
job at Pizzas-R-Us. Mike really wants to go with his friends on a spring-break trip to Padre Island, Texas, but he doesn’t see how he can afford 
to do it. Then he receives a friendly letter from one of his credit-card companies. “Dear Mr. Chiang,” it begins, “Since you are one of our most-
valued customers and always make your payments on time, we are raising your credit limit by $2,000.” Mike is thrilled! Now he can go to 
Padre Island with his friends. Should he do it, charging his expenses to his card?  
 
 
John and Jackie are a young, newly married couple who soon will have their first child. They are just getting started in their jobs and they 
have not begun to save money. They live from paycheck to paycheck. Currently they are living in small, two-bedroom, one-bath apartment. 
They are interested in buying a home, and they have found a modest, three-bedroom, two-bath home that they like. They have spoken to a 
mortgage broker, and she explained that John and Jackie would qualify for a 30-year home mortgage. While this mortgage comes with a 
relatively high interest rate and upfront fees, the interest rate for the first twelve months has been reduced. And the loan does not require a 
down payment—which would cost several thousand dollars John and Jackie do not have. This mortgage would allow John and Jackie to move 
into the “starter” home they are interested in much sooner than they had imagined. Should they take out the mortgage? 
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APPENDIX B SELF-ASSESSMENT 
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Name:          Grade:               
 
Date:          Teacher:       
 

Banking & Wall Street   SELF ASSESSMENT/LOG SHEET 
 

Unit 1:  The Fundamentals 
of Finance 

Title WHAT I UNDERSTAND WELL AND 
COULD EXPLAIN TO A FRIEND… 

WHAT I COULD IMPROVE ON AND 
NEED TO WORK ON... 

  
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

  

 



ELM 700:  Banking & Wall Street Page 37 
 

 

 

Unit 2:  Becoming a Smart 
Investor 

Title WHAT I UNDERSTAND WELL AND 
COULD EXPLAIN TO A FRIEND… 

WHAT I COULD IMPROVE ON AND 
NEED TO WORK ON... 
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Unit 3:  Stock Market 
Project 

Title WHAT I UNDERSTAND WELL AND 
COULD EXPLAIN TO A FRIEND… 

WHAT I COULD IMPROVE ON AND 
NEED TO WORK ON... 
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APPENDIX C SHOWCASE PORTFOLIO 
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Name          Grade              
 
Date          Teacher      
 

Banking & Wall Street   SHOWCASE PORTFOLIO 
 

The following items are required for your showcase portfolio for this school year: 
 

1. Choose two items from your portfolio that you are proud of and think it would be most helpful in 
your future. 

 
Self-select written response: Write one paragraph to explain why you selected these particular 
items.  

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Self-Assessment: Fill out the following t-chart identifying areas of strengths and weaknesses you 
encountered over this year in this course.  Think about all topics covered this semester use your 
self-assessment log in sheet for guidance.  

 
STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 
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APPENDIX D NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

4 - Mathematics 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/math/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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APPENDIX E CURRICULUM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPTATIONS 
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